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	Mason Core Course Approval Form (5/15)
	 


	College/School:
	
	Department:
	

	Submitted by:
	
	Ext:
	
	Email:
	
	Date:
	



	
	NEW
	
	EXISTING
	
	MODIFIED   

	
	ALREADY APPROVED FOR ANOTHER CATEGORY?
	
	LIST CATEGORY


	Subject Code:
	
	Number:
	
	   Credit Hours:                Title:  
	


Mason Core Category:

Natural Sciences: lab or non-lab (please circle)
Lab courses must meet all five Learning Outcomes. Non-lab courses must meet Learning Outcomes 1 through 4.
1. Understand how scientific inquiry is based on investigation of evidence from the natural world, and that scientific knowledge and understanding: a) evolves based on new evidence, and b) differs from personal and cultural beliefs.

2. Recognize the scope and limits of science.

3. Recognize and articulate the relationship between the natural sciences and society and the application of science to societal challenges (e.g., health, conservation, sustainability, energy, natural disasters, etc.).

4. Evaluate scientific information (e.g., distinguish primary and secondary sources, assess credibility and validity of information).

5. Participate in scientific inquiry and communicate the elements of the process, including: a) making careful and systematic observations, b) developing and testing a hypothesis, c) analyzing evidence, and d) Interpreting results.

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION
Submissions should be sent to Krista Shires (masoncor@gmu.edu) as one, combined, complete, electronic file with all signatures from both the department chair/director and appropriate dean. Forms missing signatures will be returned to the applicable associate dean’s office for verification.  

(TIPS: • Student Learning Outcomes stated in the proposal must be clearly demonstrated in the syllabus; • it is helpful to the committee to know how student learning will be evaluated with regard to the learning outcomes; use this space to elaborate on any related aspects of the course that may not be easily discernible from the syllabus; • please include information on the requirements for projects/papers if they are used to demonstrate student learning outcomes.)
1. SYLLABUS: Please see the Center for Teaching and Faculty Excellence website (http://ctfe.gmu.edu/teaching/designing-your-syllabus/) for guidance on syllabus construction and standard elements. All syllabi must include statements about students with disabilities and the Office of Disability Services office, as well as Academic Integrity, oai.gmu.edu.

2. Which learning outcomes does this course address? Please demonstrate where in the syllabus this is reflected. 
3. What assignments will you give that will allow students to demonstrate their competence for each outcome? (Specific information regarding research topics or essay questions or reading assignments is recommended both here and in the syllabus.) 
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