Mason Core Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 22, 1:00-2:30pm

In attendance: Bethany Usher (chair), Melissa Broeckelman-Post (co-chair), Krista Shires (recording secretary), Lorelai Crerar, Jane Hooper, Moses Hunsacker,  Beth Johnson, Jason Kinser, Laura Poms, Shelley Reid, Mara Schoeny, Sheena Serslev, Ben Steger, Deb Stroiney, JP Singh, Courtney Wooten, Shun Ye
Guests: Tom Polk, Nate Greenberg, Sarah Squire
Agenda:
Proposal announcements
· ENGL 125T: Introduction to Engineering Methods
· IT 304: IT in the Global Economy
Review proposals
· FRLN 331: Topics in World Cinema (GU): VOTE: Rollback with revisions

The committee agreed that the course met the learning outcomes for the Global Understanding category, but suggested a title change to reflect this such as World Cinema in a Global Society, so that it is clear that this course is not simply a special topics course. The concern was that the consistency of teaching if the instructors changed. 
Elect assessment task force
Charge: Outline plan by the end of the semester so that we can write it into our SACS plan in early January. Need cycle of regular review that makes sure we review all classes. 
	Members: Sheena Serslev, Melissa Broeckelman-Post, Courtney Wooten, Laura Poms

ENGH 101 description revisions (Courtney)
The English Department will be updating the catalog description of ENGH 101 which may necessitate a learning outcome change and possible impact on the Writing Intensive course outcomes as well. This is a rare instance where the course is the category. Discussion ensued. The committee generally agreed that the learning outcomes should be adjusted to properly align. 

Curriculum Impact Grant/Interview with Seniors (Tom Polk, Courtney Wooten)
Senior students will be interviewed to gage their experiences with writing during their time at Mason. The committee was asked to spread the word so that they can have enough student participants.

Update on ARIE (Melissa)

The required diversity course will require its own category in the Mason Core before being required of every student. The conversation then becomes which category gets revised or removed? The recent assessment cycle may help inform us on this matter. The course would have a UNIV prefix so that it could be taught across disciplines and avoid “ownership” challenges. Likely the pilot course will fall into SBS/GU and be available on the Fall 2021 schedule. What model should this follow when moving from a single course offering to a university-wide requirement? How could this work/fit for students that have little to no wiggle room within their existing degree requirements? What are the departmental ramifications of having a UNIV prefix? How are we looking at this from the perspective of  student-centeredness? These are conversations that the ARIE curriculum committee will be having and that may result in a course that is put before the Mason Core Committee in the near future. Discussion ensued.

Mason-Wide Learning Outcomes (Bethany)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mason does not currently have an over-arching set of learning outcomes. Having core learning outcomes that we expect Mason students to graduate with (and articulating them) is another curricular need. We have the specialized designations such as GreenLeaf, WI, Mason Core, OSCAR, how can we weave a common thread? Discussion ensued.


