[bookmark: _GoBack]Mason Core Meeting
    May 02, 2019
 
12:00-1:30pm Merten Hall 3303
 
12:00-12:05- Introductions

Committee Members: Bethany Usher, chair, Melissa Broeckleman-Post, co-chair
 Jason Kinser Shelley Reid, , Stephanie Foster, Kelly Dunne, Cortney Wooten, Chris DiTeresi, Ali Weinstein, Krista Shires Abena Aidoo, Lorelai Cerar, Tamara Maddox

Guests: Ellen Rodgers, Don Russell, Chris Greg, Samaine Lockwood, Steve Nodine, Lisa Sedlock, Lincoln Mullen, Mackenzie Nelson

12:05-12:45 Proposals

 
	Category
	Title
	Result

	ARTS
	ARTH 311: Design of Cities
	Approved

	LIT
	HIST 334: American Scriptures
	Approved

	NSL
	PHYS 170: Introductory and Modern Physics I
	Rolled back. Needs substantial editing 

	NSL
	PHYS 270: Introductory and Modern Physics II
	 Rolled back. Needs substantial editing

	ARTS
	DSGN 102: Design in the Modern World
 
	Approved. Must add learning outcomes and Mason Core to syllabus

	SBS
	EDUC 200: Introduction to Education: Teaching, Learning and Schools 
 
	Approved

	IT
	ELED 357: Integrating Technology in PreK-6
 
 
	Rolled back with comments for resubmission


 

ARTH 311:  Approved
HIST 334:  Approved  
PHYS 170 & 270: Revise and Resubmit with Major Revisions
Hard to see if edits made since the last resubmission. This is a requirement for resubmission. Committee generally found the materials provided difficult to follow and assess. The course goals as stated and the learning outcomes do not coincide. . The approach seems laudable but the content in the course does not seem to be clearly aligned to the Mason Core learning outcomes for the NSL category. This course could potentially replace PHYS 160 and 260 which already counts as a Mason Core. 
Perhaps having a copy of the lab syllabus could help the committee to see what they keep referencing in their justification. Maybe having the syllabi for 160 and 260 would help? However, the older courses are dubiously meeting the learning outcomes for the category based on recent assessment. This is indicative of the problem of learning outcomes or course content designed for students who are STEM students versus the non-STEM or more gen-ed focused students which is a larger issue. Not always safe to make assumptions that lab and lecture instructors are communicating and that they are 1:1 matches. Is prerequisite of calculus appropriate for a general education course? 

DSGN 102: Approve (need minor revisions)
New course that is equivalent to ARTH 104 which was approved at the last meeting. This course existed but is now part of the Design Minor (interdisciplinary minor) and will be cross-listed so both need to have the attribute. Needs the learning objectives explicitly stated (as well as Mason Core course explicitly stated). Difficult to make the connection without these. Sequence of assignments well-received. 

EDUC 200: Approve
Learning outcome 3 may be embedded but it is not seen from the syllabus or the curriculum map. More explanation is needed. For SLO 1, how do class discussions address the issue of how groups/individuals are affected? Syllabus does a better job of presenting the items that address the LOs. This course looks like a strong component of teacher preparation path, though it seems like a way for majors to fulfill a core requirement in a topical or relevant way. 

ELED 357: Roll back for revision and resubmission
Learning outcomes 1,2,4 were hard to discern. The online modules are not described so they might cover these, but it is hard to tell. This seems like an application of existing things, rather than a fit for the IT categories. Algorithmic thinking in particular does not appear present. Without knowing the content of the online activities, it is hard to tell if the learning outcomes are met. Online modules could be described more fully and demonstrate that emphasize the way the assignment is done rather than just state that the end product will achieve the LO. In other words, please also show how the student will recognize that they are being asked to recognize and employ algorithmic thinking. Understanding the tool versus just using the tool. Ali Weinstein will correspond with the department to help with this proposal revision. 

· Discussion:

· -Steve Nodine: Mason Core Courses and Mason Online
Background/History was given on Mason Online courses 
One of the questions they ask faculty is if their course is a gen ed or specialized designation.
In 2015 GMU became more deliberate in developing online programs and courses, mostly at the graduate level. Fully online undergraduate programs are being developed currently. This raises the question, can the whole degree be offered online, including the Mason Core. High level audit conducted to try and answer this question (handout distributed). Generally, it would be difficult for students to get the classes they need to take online only. This information can be used to enhance the offerings strategically for online courses. A request was made for the DFW rates. Any stats on who has developed these courses and where might faculty/teaching support be needed. Could we distinguish between hybrid and all online courses? Discussion ensued. More intentional conversation should be had in the fall. 

· Courtney Wooten:  English 101 Waivers
-There are questions about the validity of the ENGH 101 placement exam. In 2018 75 students took the waiver exam and only 8 passed. This year, 92 took it and 11 passed. There are already questions about how effective this process is due to test anxiety, having a bad day, whether or not the tests capture the learning outcomes, disparity between coursework from other colleges or IB/Ap courses, etc. Also, some students assume they will pass the exam and wait until the last minute and do not pass. This holds them up in their three-semester sequence and thus, graduation. 

-Proposal is to abolish this process and establish a directed self-placement exam. Wake Forest and Dartmouth uses this model. Webpage would direct students and print a certificate which the student would use to enroll in the courses they place into. It would be difficult to place into ENGH 302 directly. Perhaps if a student is told they can take only ENGH 302 they could submit a portfolio. Essay as part of directed self-placement would be essential. Discussion ensued. Courtney and her department will work on a process, consulting with the Office of Undergraduate Education, CAART and the Registrar’s Office and then bring an official proposal to the committee in the fall. 

· Stephanie Foster: Mason Core Assessment updates
Ten years of data are being examined on whether/if Calculus courses predict success in certain STEM fields. Pre-calculus has been determined to not work as well, but this will be examined too. 

Assessment cycle is in full-swing. This semesters’ reports will come out in the fall. Quantitative, IT and Computing are going to be reviewed in September. Courtney and her team are assessing ENGH 302 and also INTO Mason courses. They will meet the third week of May. Stephanie and Courtney will coordinate to discuss that data. Honors, Korea and INTS assessments are also going on. Natural Science with and without lab assessments are in pre-planning phases. Chris DiTeresi is assisting with this effort. 

Beth Johnson in VSE successfully petitioned the University to purchase software that can analyze scantron data. It can also be transported via thumb drive. Stephanie can run these reports or faculty can attend a workshop and run the reports themselves at a designated location in the JC. This will help faculty improve their multiple choice exams. You can also communicate with your gradebook to eliminate manual entry. It is also compatible with SAS jump software.

· Committee Business: Next year’s committee schedule
        The proposed schedule has been posted to the Mason Core website. Please let 
	Anyone interested in joining the committee should refer to this schedule.
There will be no summer retreat. The committee chairs and faculty fellow will be attending a series of conferences/workshops.
                                  Welcome: Samaine Lockwood, Mason Core Faculty Fellow!
        Administrative Note: Change the curriculum map to improve formatting

