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Attendance: Chris DiTeresi, Ali Weinstein, Courtney Wooten, Laura Poms, Abena Aidoo, Kelly, Tamara, Stephanie Foster, Melissa Broeckleman-Post, Cedric Price, student guest 

Proposals:

ANTH 330: Questions about the first two outcomes. Globalization was a stretch.
Needs to be overtly emphasized. What discussions will the students be having? The items/explanations included in the rationale should be given to the students as well (on syllabus).  Mara will be the point of contact for faculty if they need help with resubmission.
DENIED

PHYS 410: Course appears to be more of a survey course based on: learning
outcomes not in syllabus, assignments are not detailed. We need more information
to be able to accurately judge. Some of the information in map would be useful to
students. Jason Kinser will be the point of contact for faculty if they have questions.
DENIED

RHBS 455: resubmitted (previously submitted as a Synthesis) language still says Synthesis, that will need to change but otherwise the course is approved.
APPROVED

Subcommittee Elections:


Quantitative Reasoning, IT, & Natural Sciences: Tamara Maddox, Cheryl Druehl, Jason Kinser, Chris DiTeresi, Lorelei Crerar, Cheryl Druehl

Arts & Literature: Courtney Wooten, Shelley Reid,

Social & Behavioral Sciences, Global Understanding, & History: Melissa Broeckelman-Post, Abena Aidoo, Mara Schoeny, Kelly Dunne, Laura Poms, Ali Weinstein

Synthesis: All

Assessment:

History of the AAC&U Critical Thinking Rubric and Written Communication Rubric for assessment purposes. Using these versus something locally developed because it helps us have a benchmark to compare against other institutions.

Handouts with Capstone, Synthesis and Written Communication in the Major assessment results from this assessment cycle were given. Stephanie described the assessment process in detail, guiding the committee through the results. Transfer vs Native Mason Students and Junior vs Senior data were compared.

According to the results, Mason Students were on par with other national institutions in the categories of Context & Purpose, Content and Development, Genre & Disciplinary Conventions, Sources & Evidence, Syntax & Mechanics under the umbrella of Written Communication. Mason Students exceeded the national average in the categories of Explanation of Issues, Use of Evidence, Context & Assumptions, Students Position, Conclusions & Outcomes under the umbrella of Critical Thinking and Development.

A discussion ensued.

Stephanie invited committee to give feedback or suggestions for the final assessment report (with all the categories). Note: Honors will be assessed by itself. This assessment data will go online to the Mason Core Assessment page.

“Ghost Courses”: CS had a waiver for the Arts until recently when dissolved by the department. Mason Core courses built in as prerequisites. Could the registrar’s office restrict enrollment and allow.

For next meeting: Mason Core Courses as prerequisites coded into major.

